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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD 

566 WASHINGTON STREET 

NORWOOD, MA   02062 

 

 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES, JANUARY 23, 2012 

 

Present:   Thomas J. Wynne, Chairman 

    Ernie Paciorkowski, Vice-Chairman 

    E. William Bamber, Clerk 

    Joseph F. Sheehan 

    Stephen M. Costello, Town Planner 

    Claire Murphy, Admin. Asst 

 

Absent:   Paul J. Donohue 

 

 

7:30 P.M.  The Norwood Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Wynne, 

Chairman, in Room 11, Norwood Town Hall. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to approve the minutes of January 9, 2012, seconded by 

Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE   4-0  motion passed 

 

 

 

ANR PLAN – Clay Chevrolet Dealership, 361 Boston Providence Highway 

 

Present:  Brian Clay, Dealer, Clay Chevrolet Hyundai 

 

Mr. Clay explained that they would like to divide the lot into two parcels. Mr. Costello 

said that he has reviewed the plans for compliance with the ANR procedures. Mr. 

Costello stated that frontage has been met along with the setbacks. They are dividing the 

lots for the two dealerships, Chevy and Hyundai.  

 

Mr. Bamber was concerned about the parking. Mr. Costello said that he did not look at 

the parking because typically it’s not an ANR concern. Mr. Costello noted that if the 

Board was concerned about a zoning violation, a note can be added to the plan stating the 

Planning Board’s endorsement does not indicate compliance with the zoning 

requirements and bylaws. Mr. Bamber would like to see something added because it’s 

being sent to the registry of deeds.  
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Mr. Bamber asked about the access for the new lot. Mr. Costello said the Planning 

Board’s job is to make sure they have physical access through the frontage.  The Board 

has no control over whether Mass Highway is going to require that access. Right now 

they do have a common driveway. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the ANR Plan for Clay Chevrolet, 361 

Boston Providence Highway subject to a note being added stating the Planning Board’s 

endorsement does not indicate compliance with the zoning requirements or bylaws, 

seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE  4-0  motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to send a letter to the Building Inspector regarding the 

issue of parking and a possible zoning issue, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  4-0  motion passed 

 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – SPECIAL PERMIT FOR SIGNAGE AND MINOR SITE 

PLAN REVIEW – Norwood Theatre, 109 Central Street 

 

Present:  Costas Apostolopoulos, Tribeca Builders 

   John Gleason, 30 Pine Hill Rd, Chelmsford 

   Stuart Pitchel, SRP Signs 

   Judith Howard, NHC 

   John Luza, 99 Audubon Road 

 

Mr. Wynne, Chairman, opened the Public Hearing. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood Record on 

January 6, 2012 and January 12, 2012. 

 

Mr. Apostolopoulos began the presentation by presenting a picture from 1927showing a 

roof sign on the top of the Norwood Theatre building. They have been able to replicate 

the sign and have come before the Board to request a special permit for this sign.  

 

Mr. Apostolopoulos stated that the building is 81’ x 40’ which equals 3,240 s.f.  Zoning 

allows 5% of the façade area for signage or 162 sf.  The proposed sign is 4’ x 36’ or 144 

sf which complies with zoning.  

 

Mr. Pitchel, SRP Signs, said they are trying to make the sign exactly as it was. The sign 

will hang on vertical steel supports, they will use aluminum for the sign and the letters, 

and the lights will be LED and they will be around the border of the sign and in the letters 

of Norwood. Discussion ensued. 
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Mr. Bamber asked about the storefronts on both sides of the marquee. Mr. 

Apostolopoulos stated they will be built to the exact standard they were in 1927. They 

windows are being built out of mahogany and will be insulated. The entry doors and the 

main area where the ticket booth is will also be mahogany. The windows at the bottom of 

the store fronts will bring light to the lower level which houses the men’s and ladies 

rooms.  

 

Mr. Sheehan noticed changes made to the plans that were submitted and questioned 

whether the Board could accept these plans. Mr. Costello said they can accept the plans 

as revised, and approval can be subject to a revised plan being submitted to the Board. 

Special conditions can also be added.  

 

Mr. Bamber asked if pennants would be flying from the poles and was told no. 

 

Mr. Bamber read into the record a letter that was received from the Norwood Historical 

Commission dated 12-23-2012 supporting the application. 

 

Mr. Wynne, Chairman, asked if anyone from the public had any questions.  

 

Judith Howard, District 3 Town Meeting Member and Chairman of the Norwood 

Historical Commission told the Board that Susan Lewis, owner of the Norwood Theatre 

plans on  opening on August 31st because that was the date the theatre opened in 1927. 

Ms. Howard asked about the spikes showing in the picture and was told that they would 

not be added due to the cost. Ms. Howard asked about the two balls located on both sides 

of the original sign and learned they will be same as the original.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to close the Public Hearing for the Special Permit and 

Site Plan Review for the Norwood Theatre, 109 Central Street, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  4-0  motion passed 

 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the application for Special Permit for 

Signage and Minor Site Plan Review for the Norwood Theatre, 109 Central Street, as 

amended, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  4-0  motion passed 

 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – SPECIAL PERMIT FOR SIGNAGE AND MAJOR SITE 

PLAN APPROVAL- Monkey Sports, 911-949 Boston Providence Highway 

 

Present:   David Nilson, Leading Edge Construction 

    Tom Arnold, Monkey Sports 
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Mr. Wynne opened the Public Hearing. 

 

Mr. Bamber, Clerk, read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood Record 

on January 6, 2012 and January 12, 2012. 

 

Mr. Nilson came before the Planning Board to amend the Major Project Special Permit 

with additional and larger principal and secondary wall signs and two electronically 

activated moving sign within the existing free standing signs. 

 

Mr. Nilson stated that they are proposing to change the name on the leader board of the 

present sign from Elmway Farms to Monkey Sports Superstore and will modify the 

existing tenant box signage to reflect Monkey sports signage and advertising. This sign 

will be illuminated from within the signage board. The bottom half of the sign will be 

electronic which will allow Monkey Sports to change advertising electronically and to 

allow Monkey Sports the option to provide advertising for special events that may take 

place locally in the Town of Norwood and surrounding towns in support of their sports 

programs.     

 

Mr. Sheehan wanted to know if the rest of the building is leased, would this be the sign 

that would be changed to advertise new tenants. Mr. Nilson said yes this would be the 

sign and they would use the lower portion for additional tenant signage. 

 

Mr. Nilson said they are also requesting two 260 s.f. signs to be located on the Route One 

side of the building as well as one 40 s.f. to be located on the south end of the building 

that faces Dean Street. The two signs on the Route One side of the building will be 

externally lit and the one that faces Dean Street will be internally lit.  

 

Mr. Nilson said that on the front of the building, which faces the parking lot, they are 

proposing one sign located over the front entry to the store that will be 60 s.f. and will be 

internally illuminated.  In addition there will be three word signs to the left of the main 

sign and three word sign to the right of the main sign.  These will all be internally 

illuminated and permanently fixed on the front of the building.  

 

Mr. Bamber asked Mr. Costello what would happen to future tenants if the amount of 

signage allowed is used up. Mr. Costello said a new tenant can apply for signage on the 

front of their building and maybe get on the free standing sign. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski was concerned about future tenants also, and the increase in the 

signage would not be in compliance. There is only so much space and a new tenant will 

want signage. Mr. Arnold said that they would be willing to use the on Monkey Sports 

electronic sign for any new tenants.  

 

Mr. Sheehan does not want to see the reader board sign get any bigger than it is, he feels 

it is a decent size now.  
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Mr. Bamber wanted to know if the lighted signs go off at 10:00 p.m.  Mr. Costello said 

there isn’t any condition for this in the zoning regulations but the Board can condition it.  

 

Mr. Wynne asked if anyone from the Public had any questions.  

 

John Kluza, 99 Audubon Road, was concerned with the brightness of the lights at the 

Monkey Sports site. Mr. Nilson said that when they first arrived, the lighting was not 

working properly. One of the first things they did was to get the exterior lighting in order. 

They have had problems with people hanging out at the back of the site and they have 

also had a lot of theft so they have installed security lighting. They are working with the 

Police to keep people out of there.  

 

Mr. Bamber said that on occasion he has gone by the site and noticed how messy the 

back of the site was with the dumpsters and pallets piled up out there. Mr. Nilson said 

that the two dumpsters at the back of the building will be removed and the pallets will be 

removed by a gentleman from Plainville.   

 

Mr. Bamber was concerned with the mural being blocked with pallets, gates and fences. 

Mr. Nilson said that so far they have removed the pallets and will continue to do so. The 

dumpster will be removed soon because they have basically stocked the store. Mr. Nilson 

suggested that in the future any pallets could be stored in the 3-sided wooden structure 

until they can be picked up.  

 

Mr. Costello suggested adding slats to the chain link fence in front of the transformers 

and Mr. Nilson agreed.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to close the public hearing for the Special Permit 

for Signage and Major Site Plan Approval for Monkey Sports, 911-949 Boston 

Providence Hwy., seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  4-0  motion passed 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski told Mr. Costello that Mr. Kluza, abutter, was asking if there was a 

town ordinance on how many lumens a sign can have. Mr. Costello answered no. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the Special Permit for Signage and 

Major Site Plan Approval for Monkey Sports, 911-949 Boston Providence Hwy., with 

conditions about moving the dumpster and adding slats to the fence enclosing the 

electrical transformers being added to the design, seconded by Mr. Bamber 

VOTE  4-0 motion passed 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 

Vanderbilt Strategic Plan – Request for Proposals 

 

Mr. Costello updated the Board on the RFP for the Vanderbilt Strategic Plan and expects 

to advertise in a couple of weeks. 

 

 

ZBA Case #12-06, 241 Pleasant Street. Edward Musto 
 

Mr. Costello updated the Board on Mr. Musto’s request to add another house at 241 

Pleasant Street. Discussion ensued. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to send a letter to the ZBA stating the Board’s 

opposition to Mr. Musto’s request to add another house at 241 Pleasant Street, seconded 

by Mr. Bamber 

VOTE  4-0  motion passed 

 

 

Home Market Foods 

 

Mr. Costello told the Board that he had determined that minor changes to the Board’s site 

plan approval for Home Market Foods were an Insubstantial Amendment  There will be 

no additional pavement area and no existing vegetative cover will be removed.  

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  4-0  motion passed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    


